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Vice Chairmí/CEO (Designated)

 
 
ear valued Guest
With pleasure, I would like, on 
my own behalf and on behalf 
of all my colleagues at Royal 
Jordanian, to express our sincere 
appreciation for your trust in our 
company and its services, and 
for choosing to travel aboard our 
aircraft to the various destinations 
across our global route network. 

At the outset, I am pleased to extend my warmest 
congratulations to you on the blessed month of Ramadan, 
the month of goodness and giving. This occasion provides 
an opportunity to highlight our commitment to social 
responsibility, which represents one of the key pillars of 
corporate citizenship that we are keen to uphold, stemming 
from our role as a responsible national airline that supports 
the local community in all its segments through the adoption 
of impactful and purpose-driven programs and initiatives that 
contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.
Royal Jordanian’s operations are guided by its mission, 
which emphasizes “supporting the local community and 
providing care for various charitable activities and initiatives.” 
In this context, the company focuses on empowering local 
communities, supporting vital sectors, and strengthening 
partnerships with national institutions in the areas of youth 
empowerment, support for the education and health sectors, 
empowerment of women and children, care for persons with 
disabilities, as well as promoting inclusive tourism by offering 
safe and accessible travel services. This is complemented 
by support for sports, culture, and the arts, environmental 
initiatives, and the reinforcement of a culture of volunteerism 
among its employees.

Within this framework, the company annually implements 
initiatives guided by a strategic approach and a clear set 
of standards for measuring impact, evaluating outcomes, 
and assessing their positive effects on beneficiary groups, 
in alignment with several Sustainable Development Goals, 
including the eradication of poverty and hunger, quality 
education, good health and well-being, decent work, and 
gender equality. This further solidifies Royal Jordanian’s role as 
an active national partner in creating positive and sustainable 
social impact within the community.
Royal Jordanian is also committed to establishing sustainable 
partnerships with several national institutions. Among the 
most prominent of these is Tkiyet Um Ali, through which the 
company supports sustainable food security by sponsoring 
forty families annually with monthly food parcels. In addition, 
the company sponsors the “Mawa’ed Al-Rahman” program, 
contributes to empowering women in local communities in 
cooperation with Dar Abu Abdullah Association and the Jordan 
River Foundation, collaborates with the Charity Clothing 
Bank of the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization, supports 
cancer treatment in partnership with the King Hussein Cancer 

Welcome

Foundation and Center, along to other initiatives.

The company places particular importance on supporting the 
education sector through partnerships with leading universities, 
including Princess Sumaya University for Technology, 
Al-Hussein Technical University, and the German Jordanian 
University, in addition to supporting interactive education 
in cooperation with the Children’s Museum Jordan. Royal 
Jordanian is also keen on empowering youth and preparing 
them for entering the labor market through partnerships with 
the Vocational Training Corporation, as well as the aviation 
sector employment qualification program organized by the 
Ministry of Youth in cooperation with AMIDEAST Jordan and 
Boeing. Furthermore, the company annually implements a 
university student employment program aimed at encouraging 
part-time work and providing economic support to students. 

As part of its commitment to inclusive travel, Royal Jordanian 
provides instant sign-language services for passengers who are 
deaf or hard of hearing, in addition to offering accessible travel 
services for persons with disabilities across the company’s 
facilities at Queen Alia International Airport. In terms of sports 
support, the company takes pride in its role as the national 
carrier of Jordanian national teams in football, basketball, and 
other sporting events, as well as its sponsorship of numerous 
local events and conferences, reinforcing its role as a national 
and regional partner in economic, cultural, and technological 
development.
Royal Jordanian also fulfills its national role by serving 
as a safe and reliable air transport lifeline for Jordanians 
in times of hardship, emergencies, and crises, while 
contributing to relief efforts and supporting the relevant 
authorities during disasters. This includes the transport of 
humanitarian aid, medicines, and relief supplies, as well as 
the donation of their airlift to destinations across the network. 
 
Royal Jordanian is proud to perform this mission and 
considers it an integral part of its national responsibility 
in serving Jordan, its people, and all humanitarian causes. 

Wishing you, our valued passengers, pleasant journeys always 
with Royal Jordanian.

And God is the Grantor of success

RJ Premium Media Channels
Advertise with
للإعلان على متن الملكية الأردنية
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A Welcome Note 
From RJ’s CEO

Where The Spirit Of The 
"Nashama" Embòces You 
Experience the Kingdom 
through the eyes of a traveler 

Is Your Bike Gear Ready 
For The Challenge? 
Discover Jordan Bike Trail

Experience The Beauty Of 
Birdwatching  
The Aqaba Bird Observatory 
sits along one of the 
world’s most important bird 
migration routes, where 
Europe, Asia, and Africa meet 

Exploring With Intention
An interview with Muna 
Haddad, founder of Baraka 
Destinations

Spotlight 
The hottest topics featured in 
this issue 

Meet The Contributors 
A glimpse into the dynamic 
energy that fuels our behind 
the scenes efforts

ADVENTURE

MADE IN JORDAN

GLOBAL WATCH

Discover Your Own Orenda
The Orenda Tribe blends the 
warmth of an art café with 
the energy of a hands-on 
creative studio

The Three-Ounce Social 
Contòct
Decrypt the secret language 
of coffee 

Mother’s Day Gifts Edit
A curation of modern classics 
handmade in Jordan

Navigating The Future
The art of AI-powered 
travel planning  
 
When Celebòtions Taste 
The Same
Across Ramadan, Eid, 
Easter, and spring, sweets 
are a signal of endings of 
and beginnings

Casîlíca From The 
Clouds 
Explore the vibrancy of 
Casablanca from elegant 
rooftop settings where 
panoramic views meet 
gastronomic delights 

Taking It Easy
Catch the sun and moments 
of serenity in Sharjah, 
Dallas, and Bangkok 

Spring Things In Europe 
Visit Belgrade, Lyon, Munich, 
and Hamburg to experience 
the festive side of spring 

INSPIRE 

LET'S FLY WITH RJ Perfect Eid Staycation
Feynan Eco Lodge is the kind of 
insider destination you feel  
lucky to know about, and proud  
to recommend

“In That Same Hour” 
Exhibit At Daòt Al Funun
Visit Darat al Funun, a 
sanctuary for the arts housed 
in restored 1920s villas, 
to  preview this not-to-be-
missed exhibition

ROUTE MAPS
 

TRANSIT MAPS
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Spotlight

Casablanca From 
The Clouds 

Explore the vibrancy of 
Casablanca from elegant rooftop 
settings where panoramic views 
meet gastronomic delights

Spring Things 
In Europe 

Visit Belgrade, Lyon, Munich, 
and Hamburg to experience the 
festive side of spring 

Perfect Eid Staycation

Feynan Eco Lodge is the kind of 
insider destination you feel lucky 
to know about, and proud to 
recommend

The Three-Ounce 
Social Contract

Decrypt the secret language 
of coffee !"
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Meet 
The Contributors

Amro Taòzí 

is an Egyptian explorer and content 
creator who has gained a dedicated 
following for his slow-travel philosophy, 
often documented from the helm 
of his iconic classic caravan. Unlike 
conventional travelers, Amro focuses 
on the "unseen" side of geography, 
the stories of local communities, the 
preservation of heritage, and the raw 
beauty of the open road. His content 
is a blend of cinematic storytelling and 
genuine human connection, aimed 
at inspiring a new generation of Arab 
travelers to embrace curiosity and cross-

border friendship.

Muna Haddad 

is a visionary entrepreneur and the 
founder of Baraka Destinations, a social 
enterprise dedicated to redefining 
tourism in Jordan. With a deep-rooted 
belief that a country’s soul resides in its 
people rather than just its monuments, 
Muna has spent years building 
relationships in rural villages and 
agricultural landscapes. Through Baraka, 
she transforms homes, traditional skills, 
and oral histories into meaningful, 
minimal-impact tourism experiences 
that provide economic resilience and 

dignity to local communities.

Noor Ghaóas 

is a multidisciplinary creative whose 
work sits at the intersection of visual 
precision and intellectual depth. A 
professional graphic designer by trade, 
Noor brings a keen eye for structure 
and aesthetic harmony to the written 
word. As a talented freelance writer, his 
contributions are deeply informed by his 
passion for philosophy, classic literature, 

and the fine arts.
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Cover Image

The Siegestor is shown at sunset in Munich, standing at a busy city 
intersection. The neoclassical arch, topped with a bronze chariot sculpture, 
is highlighted by evening light, while passing cars create light trails across 

the foreground, reflecting the steady movement of the city around this 
historic landmark.
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From the stillness of the Dead Sea to the wonder of Petra at sunrise, 

let each day unfold with meaning. 

At Four Seasons Hotel Amman, thoughtful service, elevated calm and 

a sense of place come together in the heart of the capital. 

Discover Jordan, through Four Seasons.

WHERE JORDAN’S MOST 
MEMORABLE JOURNEYS BEGIN.

www.fourseasons.com/amman  |  Reservations + 962 (6) 550-5555  

YOUR GATEWAY TO JORDAN’S MOST ICONIC EXPERIENCES.
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When you visit Petra, one of the world’s 7 

wonders, you will not be merely admiring a 

timeless human creation but instead 

exploring a city with many undiscovered and 

untapped details and engaging in activities 

around the treasury all the way through the 

secret passage of Shobak.

Contemporary Heritage

Petra Redefined

Feel the adrenaline rush as you venture into 

the breathtaking landscapes of Jordan’s Wadi 

Rum, the world’s most captivating desert. 

Challenge yourself with a life-changing 

45-day hike through Jordan’s diverse 

terrains—are you ready?

Adventure &  Adrenaline

Trace the footsteps of ancient holy figures, 

walking where John the Baptist and others 

once did. Jordan hosts some of the world’s top 

pilgrimage sites, o!ering a transformative 

spiritual journey at the heart of the world

Holy Travels

Reach the highest state of mindfulness and 

wellness at the lowest point on Earth. From 

the Dead Sea, the oldest operational spa in 

the world, to the serene mountain Yoga 

retreats, you will never be the same again.

Wellness & Relaxation

A trip of authenticity means trading crowds 

for connection. Experience the adrenaline of 

canyoning in Wadi Mujib, the Lowest Nature 

Reserve on Earth, or discover the biodiversity 

and incredible species of Dana Biosphere 

Reserve, which features all four of Jordan’s 

bio-geographical zones all in one place.

Sustainable Eco-Tourism

Enjoy Jordanian, Mediterranean and 

international gastronomy, from authentic 

street food to fine dining, just before partying 

the night away on fabulous terraces and 

trendy hotspots with Amman’s diverse and 

cool vibes.

Taste of Jordan

Experience the diversity of Jordan’s waters, 

from the miraculous healing water of the 

Dead Sea at the lowest point on Earth to the 

refreshing and colorful deep waters of the 

Red Sea. Chill, heal, relax, snorkel and dive 

into an untapped dimension of vacationing. 

Sun, Sea & Sand

Amman, the unexpected and authentic art 

capital of the Middle-East. From modern 

masterpieces to vibrant street-art, uncover 

the capital's expressive canvases hidden 

throughout the city.

Dive into Jordan’s ever-evolving history and uniquely welcoming culture, which beautifully 

harmonizes the old and the new, the past and the present. Here, the modern is woven with tradition 

for inspiring growth and extraordinary perseverance. 

Art & Lifestyle



They say that 

travel is not merely 

about visiting new 

landscapes, but 

about gaining new 

eyes. As a traveler 

who has navigated 

my classic caravan 

across many borders, I 

arrived at the borders 

of the Hashemite 

Kingdom of Jordan 

carrying a suitcase 

full of traditional 

expectations. What 

I discovered was a 

reality that recalibrated 

my compass, shifting 

my focus from the 

geography of the land 

to the profound soul of 

its people.

()*+*$,)*$-./+/,$01$,)*
Nashama 
Embòces You
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Every traveler carries a di!erent map — and that's the point.
Your adventure is yours alone: the path, the thrill, the story you bring back.

!"#$
%&'($Explore
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A Welcome That Feels 
Like Home 

My narrative began at the land border, 
where the cold formality of bureaucracy 
was instantly replaced by the warmth 
of Jordanian smile. A customs officer 
greeted me not with a demand for 
papers, but with a radiant smile and 
a gift I asked for; “the Kingdom’s flag” 
from his own uniform. "Welcome to 
your second home," he said. In that 
moment, the stereotype of the "stern 
border" vanished. I wasn't just entering a 
country; I was crossing the threshold of a 
vast, open house.

The Green North: Where 
Kindness Never Sleeps 

In Irbid, known as the "Bride of the 
North", I learned the true weight of the 
word Nashmi: a term embodying the 
noble, gallant spirit of the Jordanians. 
The locals refused to let me spend a 
single night alone in my caravan. Instead, 
they competed to host me in their 
homes and olive groves. Over plates of 
Makmoura “a polular dish”, I realized 
their generosity isn't born of abundance, 
but of an ancient, ingrained authenticity.

The North offered more than just 
hospitality. At Umm Qais, I stood 
breathless at a panoramic intersection 
of history and nature, where the borders 
of Jordan, Palestine, and Lebanon meet 
over the shimmering Sea of Galilee. This 
serenity followed me to Ajloun, where 
the soaring castle and the cable car ride 
through the clouds mirrored the quiet, 

steady strength of the people.

The Rose-Red Majesty íd 
the Martií Síds 

Heading south, I found myself in Wadi 
Rum, a place that turned a lover of 
greenery into a devotee of the desert. 
Climbing Mount Umm al Dami to witness 
the sunset, I felt the cinematic weight 
of the landscape, the very sands that 
hosted Hollywood masterpieces like 
The Martian and Aladdin. Here, under a 
canopy of stars, I was no longer a tourist; 
I was a guest of a bedouin tribe, sharing a 
traditional dish “Zarb” feast cooked deep 
beneath the desert sands.
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Then came Petra. Emerging from 
the narrow, winding “Siq” to see the 
Treasury’s rose-hued facade carved 
into the living rock is a moment that 
defies description. For fellow explorers, 
I recommend the "back trail" from Little 
Petra; it is a path where the silence of the 
stone speaks as loudly as the ingenuity 
of the Nabataeans.

From the Heights to the 
Depths 

My journey took me from the Rose Red 
City Petra to the vibrant coral reefs of the 
Red Sea in Aqaba where I conquered my 
fears to dive for the first time. Beneath 
the surface, the world transformed into a 
silent, shimmering sanctuary. It was such 
an experience that was as exhilarating as 
it was serene.

On my way to Amman, I stopped by the 
buoyant, therapeutic waters of the Dead 
Sea; floating at the lowest point on Earth 
is an essential, restorative experience for 
any traveler, it is a physical manifestation 
of the lightness I felt throughout this trip.

The Heartbeat of Ammí 

I concluded my journey in Amman, 
a capital that masterfully weaves 
modernity with the echoes of the Roman 
Empire. In every corner of the city, 
from the ancient Citadel to the bustling 
modern streets, I found “Shahamah” a 
selfless gallantry where help is offered 
before it is even requested.

A Note to My Fellow 
Tòvelers 

What I have shared represents perhaps 
only 10% of Jordan’s true beauty that I 
have experienced. Jordan is a land rich 

in heritage, and history. My Ɵme in 
the "Land of the Nashama" was 
more than a trip; it was a human and 
historical awakening that has left me 
with memories that will never fade 
and a friendship with a nation that will 
never end.

Welcome to Jordan, your second home

Amro Tarazan 
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In the world of travel, some 

experiences are meant to be 

seen from a window, and others 

are meant to be felt in the 

muscles and breathed in through 

the dust of the road.

Are you looking for a journey 

that stitches together Jordan’s 

diverse landscapes into one 

unforgettable ride?

You are in the right place to ride 

through Jordan Bike Trail.

The Motivator: Why We Ride

It is not a mere cycling route; it is a 
730-kilometer (454 miles) physiological 
and psychological siege across one 
of the most topographically diverse 
landscapes on earth. 

From the northern oak forests to the 
coral-fringed Red Sea, it is a 12-stage 
odyssey that transforms a map into 
a living, breathing story. A rider, Amy 
Jurries, who in 2019 set out from the 
Roman ruins of Um Qais for 13 days 
called it "embracing the unexpected". 

The magic of the Jordan Bike Trail isn’t just 
in the 20,000 meters of elevation gain; it’s 
in the quiet moments between the climbs. 
It is the "Rider Stories" that stay with you, 
the unexpected glass of sage tea offered 
by a shepherd in the highlands, or the way 
the sunset turns the sandstone of Wadi 
Rum into liquid gold.

The Journey: Three 
Distinct Worlds

The trail is traditionally divided into 
three regions, each offering a completely 
different soul. 

It passes through an impressive variety 
of historical and natural wonders, and it

The Northern Highlands

Starting at the Greco-Roman ruins of Um 

Qais, the trail begins with a Mediterranean 

flourish. You’ll ride through silver-green 

olive groves and the last of the region’s 

endemic oak forests. The air here is often 

perfumed with citrus blossoms as you dip 

toward the Jordan Valley. This section is 

famous for its steep, punchy climbs and 

descents passing through villages where 

the "Welcome to Jordan!" greeting is as 

constant as the rolling hills.

Is Your Bike Gear Ready for 

,)*$2)344*56*7$
Jordan Bike Trail

Trail at a Glance

Total Distance: 730 km / 456 miles

Route: Umm Qais → Ajloun → Madaba → Dana → Petra → Wadi Rum → Aqaba

Duration: 12–15 days (full trail)

Regions Covered: North Highlands, Central Valleys, Southern Desert

Terrain: 60% unpaved roads, 5% singletrack, 35% paved

Difficulty: Moderate to challenging

Recommended Bike: Gravel or mountain bike

Support: Guided tours and luggage transfers available

 

When to Go

Spring is the ideal season, particularly March and April. Days are warm, 
evenings are cool, and visibility stretches for miles across the desert plateaus. 

How to Ride It

While seasoned cyclists often complete the full 730-kilometer trail in 12–15 days, 
many opt for shorter sections. The Petra–Wadi Rum–Aqaba route offers a perfect 
mix of challenge and reward, combining ancient trails, desert panoramas, and a final 
descent to the Red Sea. 

The Centòl Cíyons

As you head south from Madaba, the 
landscape turns dramatic. This is the 
region of the "Wadis”, where there are 
massive canyons that cut through the 
earth toward the Dead Sea. You will test 
your legs on the hairpins of Wadi Mujib, 
often called the Grand Canyon of Jordan. 
This section is physically demanding, 
requiring grit for the long climbs out 
of the canyon floors, but the reward is 
total isolation and prehistoric vistas that 
make every drop of sweat worth it.

The Southern Desert

The final stretch is a shift into the 
ethereal. Passing the Crusader castle of 
“Shobak”, the trail leads you to the back 
door of Petra. After Petra, the terrain 
flattens but the challenge changes: to 
sand. You’ll navigate the majestic red 
dunes and granite peaks of Wadi Rum, 
perhaps pushing your bike through 
the softest sections, before a final, 
triumphant descent. The journey ends 
with a well-deserved plunge into the 
azure waters of Aqaba.

Jordan Bike trail is a masterpiece of natural 
engineering, demanding a high degree 
of "mechanical empathy" and physical 
versatility. The surface composition is a 
shifting mosaic. Approximately 40% of the 
trail consists of off-road "jeep tracks" and 
ancient shepherd paths 

The crossing of the "Grand Canyons" 
of Jordan, Wadi Mujib and Wadi Hasa 
represents the apex of the challenge.  But 
no worries, there are a number of ways 
to experience the Jordan Bike Trail, from 
a fully supported trip without the need to 
carry any gear or reserve accommodation, 
to a minimalist bikepacker adventure, or 
anything in between. On this website, you 
can find a tour with the level of support 
you desire, or find out more about riding 
the trail independently

You can book a trip at jordanbiketrail.com.
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PERFECT EID 

-,3823,/05
There are places you stay at, 

and places that quietly reset 

your system. Feynan Eco 

Lodge is ărmly in the second 
category. Tucked deep inside 

the Dana Biosphere Reserve 

and once named one of the 

Best 25 Eco-Lodges in the 

World by National Geographic 

Traveler, Feynan Eco Lodge is 

the kind of insider destination 

you feel lucky to know about, 

and proud to recommend.

This is not a loud, look-at-me kind of luxury. Feynan’s appeal 

is subtle, immersive, and deeply rooted in place. There’s no 

electricity. Nights glow entirely by candlelight. Days unfold at 

desert pace. And somehow, it all works beautifully.

What sets Feynan apart is how much there is to do (or not do) 

depending on your mood. If you want movement, learning, and 

texture, the lodge and its surroundings offer a range of activities 

that feel genuinely meaningful:

• Hiking and biking trails through the Dana Reserve, with routes 

ranging from gentle walks to more challenging treks

• Guided visits to ancient copper mines that reveal Feynan’s deep 

archaeological history

• Cooking classes using local ingredients and traditional methods

• Stargazing at night with a local guide, mapping constellations 

under a spectacular sky

• Storytelling and fireside evenings in winter, low-key and 

unforced

• Quiet lounging spots throughout the lodge, perfect for reading, 

journaling, or simply doing nothing

Feynan also offers some of its most special experiences in direct 

collaboration with the local Bedouin community. These carry a 

small supplementary fee, which goes directly to the families or 

shepherds involved:

• Making kohl, the traditional Bedouin eye makeup, from burning 

cotton and olive oil under a saj

• Preparing Arabic coffee, from roasting and grinding the beans 

to learning the etiquette of serving it

• Baking arbood bread, kneaded simply with flour, salt, and 

water, then baked in ash

• Learning how goat-haired tents are woven, from beating the 

hair to the final weave (seasonal)

As dusk falls, everyone gathers to light the lodge’s candles 

together. One by one, the space flickers into night. It’s quiet. It’s 

grounding. It’s unforgettable.

If you want an Eid staycation that feels considered, rare, and 

genuinely restorative, this is it.

A
D

V
E

N
T

U
R

E

A
D

V
E

N
T

U
R

E

20 21



Some journeys change your route. Others change your mind.
Here are the stories of people who dared, dreamed, and connected 
and experiences that will spark something in you.

!"#
$!%&Experience

Near the southern edge of Aqaba, the 
Aqaba Bird Observatory offers a calm 
pocket of greenery within the city’s 
coastal landscape. The reserve sits along 
one of the world’s most important bird 
migration routes, where Europe, Asia, 
and Africa meet. Each year, millions of 
birds pass through this narrow corridor, 
and the observatory serves as a critical 
resting point along the way.

For birds migrating south in autumn, 
the wetlands here provide the final 
opportunity to rest before crossing 
the Sinai Desert. In spring, the journey 
reverses, and the observatory becomes 
the first green stop after days spent 
flying over sand and heat.

Experience The Beauty 

01$9/+:(3,2)/56
If you’re looking to add a touch of natuòl wonder to your next Jordíií vacation, make sure Aqîa is on your itineòry. It 
is truly a favorite of birds, íd the tòvelers who love them.

The landscape is carefully managed 
to support migrating birds. Artificial 
wetlands offer shallow water for 
wading species. Native and aromatic 
plants attract insects. Trees provide 
shelter and shade. Everything is 
designed to allow birds to pause, feed, 
and regain energy before continuing 
their migration.

More than 271 bird species have been 
recorded at the site, representing a 
large portion of Jordan’s total birdlife. 
During peak migration periods, it is 
possible to observe up to 80 species 
in a single day. Flamingos, herons, and 
green bee eaters are common sights 
in the wetlands, alongside swifts and 

swallows in constant motion overhead. 
With patience, visitors may also spot 
rare duck species or resident birds such 
as the Arabian babbler, white spectacled 
bulbul, and the brightly colored Arabian 
bee eater.

The reserve can be explored on foot via 
a 1.5 kilometer walking trail, making 
it easy to navigate at a relaxed pace. 
Binoculars are available at the visitor 
center for closer viewing. While the 
observatory is open year round, spring 
and autumn offer the most active 
birdlife and the widest range of species.

Find out more on: www.facebook.com/
aqababirds 
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EXPLORING 
With Intention
;<=>?@$AB$<CDE@$>ECA@E>$FG$ADB$H<@IHE@DBJ
FID$KI@?$)?>>?>$FELAEMEB$ADB$B<IL$LAMEB$A@$
ADB$NE<NLEO$

In an interview with Muna Haddad, 

founder of Baraka Destinations, 

she explores how rural tourism in 

Jordan can be both economically 

viable and deeply respectful, 

creating meaningful livelihoods 

for local communities while 

preserving cultural identity, land, 

and traditions.

What inspired you to create 
experiences ruòl tourism, 
íd how did this vision first 
take shape?

My journey began with a simple but 
unsettling realization: many of Jordan’s 
most beautiful and culturally rich places 
were either invisible to tourism or 
overwhelmed by extractive models that 
gave very little back. I grew up traveling 
across the country and forming deep 
relationships with people in villages, 
deserts, and agricultural landscapes. 
Over time, I saw how tourism could be 
a tool for dignity, pride, and economic 
resilience if it was designed with care.

Baraka was born from that belief. Rather 
than asking how many people we could 
bring to a place, we asked how a place 
wants to be experienced. The vision 
took shape slowly through listening, 
sitting in kitchens, walking in fields, 
understanding rhythms of daily life, and 
building experiences that fit into those 
realities rather than disrupt them.

How do you balíce 
preservation, authenticity, 
íd economic opportunity 
in the experiences you 
design?

For me, preservation and economic 
opportunity are not opposites; they 
depend on each other. Authenticity 
cannot be manufactured, and it 
certainly cannot be rushed. We work 
with what already exists: homes, 
skills, food traditions, stories, and 
build value around them without 
stripping them of meaning.

Economically, we are very intentional 
about treating this as a business, not 
charity. Fair pricing, clear revenue 

sharing, and long term partnerships 
ensure that local hosts benefit 
consistently. Environmentally, we 
keep infrastructure light, group sizes 
small, and experiences deeply local. If 
something feels forced or performative, 
we don’t do it. That discipline is what 
protects both people and place.

What kind of impact do you 
hope guests carry with them 
after their journey ends?

I hope guests leave with a sense of 
humility and connection. Not the feeling 
that they have consumed a destination, 
but that they were briefly held by it. 
Often, what stays with people isn’t the 
landscape alone, but a conversation 
over tea, a walk guided by someone 
who knows the land intimately, or the 
realization that a slower pace can be 
deeply fulfilling. If guests return home 
seeing travel, and perhaps even their 
own lives, with more intention, then the 
journey has done its work.

How do you see the future 
of ruòl íd sustainîle 
tourism in Jordí?

Jordan is at an important crossroads. 
There is growing global interest in 
conscious travel, but also a risk of 
replicating surface level sustainability. 

The future lies in depth, not scale, 
supporting secondary destinations, 
empowering local operators, and 
resisting the urge to standardize 
experiences. I hope my work contributes 
to a model that proves that rural tourism 
can be both economically viable and 
deeply respectful.

Could you share a few hidden 
gems across the country íd 
why they maóer to you?

Of course, both Pella and Umm Qais 

are very special places to me, and 

through Baraka Destinations you can 

access hidden gems within them. I’m 

most excited about Amman lately. My 

city has so many hidden gems, and I 

don’t think tourists are experiencing 

everything Amman has to offer. That’s 

why we just created our very own 

Amman City Walking Tour, which really 

unravels some hidden gems and never-

before heard stories of the city. I think 

both Jordanians and visitors will find it 

equally fascinating.

It’s been a joy working on this one 

over the last nine months. I’ll give 

away one little gem: it includes the 

best thaalaat (spleen) sandwich 

you’ll ever taste. That’s all I’m telling 

you, you’ll have to join the walking 

tour to experience the rest.
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As you descend into the white stone hills of Ammí, a profound cultuòl dialogue awaits in the historic district of Weibdeh. 
Weibdeh is known as the city’s creative heartbeat, íd the home to Daòt al Funun, a síctuary for the arts housed in 
restored 1920s villas. This season, the center hosts a lídmark exhibition that challenges the very boundaries of the artist’s 
role in a world defined by òpid chíge íd reôonal upheaval.

P/5$,)3,$-3K*$)0Q+R$
Exhibit at Darat al Funun
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Beyond Words

When words fail us in the face of 
so much destruction, one question 
remains: What is the role of the artist in 
times like these?

These evocative words frame In That 
Same Hour, an exhibition that does 
not offer comfort or escape, but rather 
invites the viewer to witness a reality still 
unfolding. It is a space that functions less 
like a gallery and more like a living archive 
of the present, transforming everyday 
realities into lasting testimony.

A Global Perspective in 
Jordan

Bringing together 19 artists and 
collectives from Jordan, Palestine, Syria, 
Lebanon, South Africa, Spain, Puerto 
Rico, Canada, and Algeria, the exhibition 
is a testament to the power of shared 
experience. Through a diverse range 
of mediums including film, installation, 
painting, collage, photography, and 
research-based practices, the artists 
guide the viewer across shifting 
vantage points.

Whether moving between ground and 
sky, intimacy and distance, or grief and 
persistence, the exhibition is bound by 
a shared urgency to record the "now." In 
doing so, it preserves not only the artistic 
statement but the very experiences of 
the individuals from whom they emerged.

The exhibition turns the question back 
toward the viewer asking us to notice, 
to engage, and to participate in a shared 
responsibility. You will meet artists 
who place fragments of their lives and 
realities on display, not as a spectacle for 
consumption, but as a long-lasting record 
for history.

“In that same hour, 
neighborhoods are 
eòsed, entire families 
disappear, íd 
fògments become 
records of what once 
held life.”

The Participants

The exhibition features a world-class 
contemporary art archive including 
works by:

• Bady Dalloul

• Elias Kurdy

• Elo Vega & Rogelio López Cuenca

• Hazem Harb

• Jayce Salloum

• Lobna Al Sane & Mais Fareed

• Mahmoud Alhaj

• Mahmoud Massad

• Nadine Fattaleh

• Nathalie Frankowski & Cruz Garcia / 
WAI Architecture Think Tank

• Paloma Polo

• Public Works Studio

• Rachid Koraïchi

• Raed Ibrahim

• Salama Younes (Yura Collective)

• Wesam Al Asali (IWLab)

• Yara Sharif & Nasser Golzari (Architects 
for Gaza)

• Zara Julius

• The deceased Jordanian artist Adnan Yahya.

For travelers staying in Jordan this 
season, this exhibition offers a soulful 
opportunity to connect with art in one of 
Amman’s most beautiful heritage sites.

Where: Darat al Funun, Weibdeh, Amman 

When: The exhibit runs until May 31, 2026

After your visit, walk the narrow streets of 
Al'weibdeh to discover local bookstores 
and artisan cafes that embody Amman’s 
modern identity.
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Carved in stone, woven in tradition, alive in every corner.
Discover the soul of a land that has always had something rare to o!er.
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"Walk-in" Menu of 
Creativity 

Located in the heart of Weibdeh, one of 
Amman’s most charming and creative 
neighborhoods, The Orenda Tribe blends 
the warmth of an art café with the energy 
of a hands-on creative studio. Families 
can expect thoughtfully designed arts 
and crafts activities suitable for different 
age groups, from painting and mixed-
media projects to guided workshops that 
explore texture, color, and storytelling 
through art.

In the ícient Iroquois líguage, 
Orenda refers to a mystical 
force within every person that 
empowers them to chíge 
the world. For Zaid Souqi, 
who left a corpoòte career to 
find a more purposeful life, 
it was a mission. What begí 
as a soul-searching journey 
has blossomed into a "Art for 
Hope" movement that uses 
the universal líguage of 
art to empower chilñen in 
underserved communities 
across Jordí íd the reôon.

Inspiring íd Inclusive

The Orenda Tribe invites you to slow 
down, the space itself feels calm and 
inspiring. Sessions are intentionally 
relaxed and process-focused rather than 
outcome-driven; encouraging kids to 
follow their instincts, make mistakes, and 
develop a sense of pride in a creation that 
is entirely their own. 

Children are drawn to The Orenda Tribe 
because it gives them freedom. In 
addition to workshops, The Orenda Tribe 
also functions as a creative hub where art, 
play, and community intersect, making it 
ideal for after-school activities, weekend 
outings, or special creative sessions. 
Parents can expect a safe, welcoming 
environment where children are fully 
engaged and supported, while enjoying 
the neighborhood’s cultural atmosphere.

Souvenirs with a Soul

The tribe also functions as a "value-based 
lifestyle brand”. Each piece becomes a 
story and each t-shirt sold empowers a 
child through art, teaching them skills like 
problem-solving, communication, and 
confidence. It is a cycle of kindness that 
turns a creative afternoon in Amman into 
a beacon of hope for a child elsewhere in 
the Kingdom.

Find Them: 
Dirar Ben Al-Azwar St. 57, Weibdeh, 
Amman. 

Experience: 
Walk-in activities daily from 10:00 
AM to 9:00 PM. 

Follow the Journey: 
www.theorendatribe.com
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CoĂee
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In Jordí, hospitality isn't just a courtesy, it’s a líguage. A cup of Jordíií coffee might seem like a simple gesture of 
welcome, however, in the black-hair tents of the desert, it is a profound, unspoken social líguage.

This "secret líguage," was explained by Abu Fahad, a local Bedouin elder. Hooked? We thought so! We encouòge you to keep 
reading to decode the diplomatic rituals of the Gahwa Sada (tòditional plain coffee) which holds more weight thí a legal 
document in local communities.

Abu Fahad, before we even sat down, 
I heard a rhythmic percussive sound 
echoing from your tent. What was that?

You heard the Mihbash. This wooden 
mortar and pestle is more than a tool 
for grinding beans; it is an acoustic 
broadcast. In our history, if a host 
wanted to invite the valley to his hearth, 
he wouldn’t send a messenger, he would 
play a specific beat on the Mihbash. It 
tells everyone within earshot: "The fire 
is lit, a guest has arrived, and my door 
is open". It is the original open-house 
invitation.

The Silent  Promise

As you stand before me now, you’re 
holding a brass pot “Dallah” in your left 
hand and a tiny Finjān (cup) in your right. 

In Jordan, the right hand is for honor! 
Offerrng and accepting with the right 
hand is the bond; so you accept the cup 
with your right, drink with your right, and 
return it with your right.

Also, we often clink the cup against the 
Dallah to grab the guest's attention. 

Why only pour a third of a cup? 

To the stranger, it looks like a mistake, 
but it is actually a profound dialogue. We 
call it “Sabbat Al-Heshma” which means 
the pour of respect. By filling it by only 
one-third, I am saying, ”I am not going 
anywhere. My time is yours". It keeps the 
coffee hot and allows us to refill it many 
times. We are building a relationship 
with our guests. 

Also, there is a hierarchy of respect. We 
always serve the eldest person in the 
room first, or the Sheikh, as a sign of 
honor. From there, we move from right 
to left around the circle, being careful 
never to leave a single guest without a 
cup. In our culture, to skip a guest is to 
skip a soul.

And if you ălled it to the top?

Ah, then you should worry! If a host fills 
your cup to the brim, he is subtly telling 
you he is busy or that the visit should be 
brief. It is our polite way of saying "no" in 
a culture that loves to say "yes".

The Three Acts of a 
Relationship

You told me that you aren't just serving 

coĂee; you are building a relationship. 
How does that story unfold?

In Jordan, we have a "Three Cups" 
tradition, which is perhaps the most 
beautiful part of our heritage. You aren't 
just drinking; you are moving through 
the stages of bonding with someone.

Each cup means something different. 
Allow me to explain:

Al-Dhayf (The Guest): The first cup is the 
"peace treaty". It’s the baseline of our 
safety and hospitality.

Al-Kayf (The Mood): The second cup is 
for the soul. This is where the tension 
breaks through stories and laughter.

Al-Sayf (The Sword): This is the deepest 
one. Historically, drinking the third cup 
meant you were now family. It meant 
that if you were ever in trouble, your 
host would defend you as if you were 
their own blood.

The Elegít Exit

Eventually, how do you gracefully exit 

a ritual that is designed to never end? 

This is where many visitors get trapped 
by handing back an empty cup in an 
endless cycle of caffeine! I am socially 
bound to keep refilling your cup until 
you give me the signal. When you have 
had your fill, you must hold the cup out 
and gently shake your wrist from side to 
side. That small "wobble" is the elegant 
conclusion. It tells your host: "My soul is 
full, and your hospitality is complete".

Any ănal words of advice for our 
passengers?

Remember, if the generosity feels too 
big for words, just place your hand 
over your heart and say "Alhamdulillah" 
(Praise be to God). That is all the thanks 
we ever need to hear.
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Mother's 
Day Gifts
A cuòtion of modern classics hídmade in Jordí.

1. Gift Box by Trinitae 
2. Stationery Kit by Limited Addition 
3. Candle by Silsal 
4. Linen Napkins by Rêverie 
5. Pendant and Necklace by Joy Jewels 
6. Perfume by RPLKA 
7. Jacket by Petra Orfali

1 2 3

4

5 6 7
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Are you a journalist, writer, or creative soul with a passion for writing?
Submit a 400-word article about your experience in Jordan for the
chance to have it featured along with your name in “Royal Wings”!

From culture, art, and cuisine, to tourism and adventure,
we would love to hear about your Jordanian story. 

 marketing@thinkbigjo.com
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The world is moving fast, and here's what's shaping it right now.
From emerging ideas to shifting cultures, we track what matters. 
Stay ahead. Stay curious. Stay connected.

!"#$%"
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Speed:

AI can process vast amounts of data 
into a cohesive itinerary in seconds.

Convenience:

It spares you the exhaustion of scouring 
dozens of tabs for boutique hotels in 
Amman or hidden gems in London.

Customer Service:

Today, 78% of hotel chain queries are 
answered by chatbots and virtual 
assistants.

Booking Integration:

Newer "agentic" models are moving 
toward streamlined booking 
capabilities, managing flight 
timings and hotel availability in  
a single interface.

Dòfting the Naròtive

AI can synthesize vast amounts of data 

into a cohesive itinerary in seconds. 

The efficiency is undeniable; what used 

to take days of cross-referencing blog 

posts and flight schedules can now be 

synthesized in a heartbeat. The most 

common mistake is being too vague. 

Instead of asking for a "three-day 

itinerary," provide the context of your 

soul, tell the system who you are! The 

more you define your personal pace, 

the more the digital draft will reflect 

your true desires.

Navigating  
The Future

3/

Technology cí 
show you the map, 

but your curiosity 
is what truly finds 
the destination.

Master the Prompt: How 
to Guide Your AI

To get the most out of AI, and move 
beyond a generic list of tourist traps, 
give it clear, detailed instructions. 

Define Your Persona: Don't just ask for 
a "Jordan trip." Say, "I am a solo traveler 
who enjoys quiet mornings, high-end 
photography, and avoids tourist traps."

Set Clear Constraints: Include your budget, 
pace (e.g., "no more than two activities per 
day"), and must-have amenities.

Ask for the "Why": Ask the AI why 

it recommended a specific spot. 

Many modern AI platforms use social 

media integration to show you why a 

destination is worth visiting, moving 

beyond text to immersive visual 

storytelling. And if the answer sounds 

generic, ask it to find something more 

historically significant, adventurous, or 

locally authentic. 

The Reality Check

Despite its power, AI is not a seasoned 
traveler. It lacks lived experience and 
cultural nuance, often operating on 
patterns rather than real-time physical 
presence. Travelers must be aware 
of the "hallucination factor," where a 
system confidently recommends a 
restaurant that closed years ago or a 
"secret" viewpoint that is actually private 
property. Furthermore, information may 
be outdated, missing the latest seasonal 
festival dates or safety advisories.

The Humí Touch: The 
Cons íd Common Pitfalls

Ultimately, technology can show you 
the map, but your curiosity is what truly 
finds the destination. Use the AI itinerary 
as a starting point, not a final law. Always 
double-check operating hours on official 
websites and trust your intuition to find 
the "spiritually enriching" moments that 
data often misses.
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Once Upon a Cookie

Across the world, weeks of fasting, 
prayer, and tradition come together 
in the form of maamoul. The filled 
semolina cookie appears at the end 
of Ramadan for Eid al Fitr and returns 
weeks later for Easter among Arab 
Christian communities. In Lebanon, 
chefs like London-based Anissa Helou 
and Egyptian-born British cookbook 
writer and cultural anthropologist 
Claudia Roden have documented 
how the same base recipe crosses 
religious calendars, with variations 
in filling and scent passed through 
households rather than cookbooks. 
Dates dominate in Jordan and the 
Gulf. Walnuts and pistachios are 
more common in Lebanon and Syria. 
Orange blossom water is preferred 
in Beirut. Rose water appears more 
often in Egypt. 

From the Levít to Latin America, seasonal celebòtions are often marked in sugar. Not as 
indulgence, but as ritual. Across Ramadí, Eid, Easter, íd spring more broadly, sweets are a 
signal of endings of íd beônnings.

When Celebrations 

,3-,*$,)*$-3K*

It’s All in the Technique

The craft lies in ratios perfected over 
generations. Traditional maamoul uses 
semolina rather than wheat flour, whereby 
the coarser grain creates that distinctive 
sandy crumble when bitten. The dough must 
rest twelve to twenty-four hours, allowing 
the semolina to fully absorb clarified butter 
(samneh) in proportions that vary by 
household: too much butter and the cookie 
spreads, too little and it's dry. Lebanese 
bakers often work a three-to-one semolina-
to-butter ratio. Gulf recipes tend to be richer.

The cookie is shaped using carved wooden 
molds, a practice still common across the 
Middle East. These molds, which food 
historians estimate to have been passed 
down four or five generations in some 
cases, are works of craft themselves, 
hand-carved by woodworkers whose 
trade is slowly disappearing.

The Perfect Time for 
Chocolate

Further west, Easter is defined by 
chocolate. In Switzerland, Läderach 
releases limited spring collections focused 
on single origin cacao and hand finished 
eggs. In Belgium, artisanal chocolatier 
Pierre Marcolini treats Easter as a season 
for experimentation, incorporating 
Venezuelan and Madagascan cacao with 
roasted nuts and pralines made in house. 
These traditions date back to nineteenth 
century Europe, when advances in 
chocolate-making made molded 
chocolate possible and turned cocoa into a 
celebratory medium.

The Chocolate Egg Test

The technical precision required for 
Easter eggs separates craft producers 
from industrial ones. The ideal chocolate 
egg will have that signature snap when 
broken, never a dull, soft crack. Artisan 
eggs are typically molded to two or three 
millimeters thick; any thinner and they 
shatter during unmolding, any thicker 
and the mouthfeel turns clumsy. Hollow 
molding itself is more demanding than 
solid chocolate work, requiring perfect 
temperature control and timing as the 
chocolate is rotated inside the mold to 
create an even shell.

In Brazil, Easter chocolate is among 
the most commercially significant 
food traditions of the year. Brands like 
Kopenhagen and Cacau Show release 
large scale collections tied to regional 
flavors, while chefs such as Alex Atala 
have incorporated local cacao into 
seasonal desserts that frame chocolate 
as a cultural symbol.

What connects these traditions is an 
ongoing desire to connect through 
tradition. Maamoul demands patience, 
while Easter chocolate requires control yet 
both rely on craft and skill that is passed 
on from one generation to the next.

The pressing technique matters: some 
bakers tap the filled mold firmly against 
the counter to release the cookie, others 
use a gentle hand-press to preserve 
delicate patterns. During Easter, those 
shapes can carry symbolic meaning, 
referenced widely in Levantine Christian 
communities. During Eid, the same 
cookies are offered to guests, packaged 
for neighbors, and shared after prayer. 

The Maamoul Test

Walk into a home where maamoul is 
being made properly, and you'll smell it 
before you see it: toasted semolina has 
an almost nutty warmth, cut by the floral 
sharpness of orange blossom water. The 
finished cookie should fracture cleanly 
when broken, revealing the dark paste of 
dates or the pale chunks of walnut inside, 
the exterior dusted with powdered sugar 
that clings to fingertips.
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The memories made at 35,000 feet start here. A new city, a di!erent rhythm, 
the quiet thrill of not knowing yet…Or perhaps an escape to something loved 
and familiar. In both cases, this is where the story shifts to focus solely on you.
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Journey

Casîlíca is a destination to be experienced with all senses. Its music will tònsport you, 
its art will amaze you, íd its views will captivate you. While its bustling streets are filled 
with history, there is a certain maôc found only when you ascend îove the urbí rush to 
where the Atlític breeze meets the skyline. 
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Join us as we explore the vibòncy of Casîlíca from elegít rooftop seóings where 
píoòmic views meet high-quality gastronomic delights.

SKY28       

 
If you have a passion for heights, Sky28 is an essential stop. 
Perched on the 28th floor of the tallest building in North 
Africa, this premium lounge offers a literal bird’s-eye view 
of the city through large panoramic windows allowing you 
to gaze out over the city in a sleek and modern setting. 

The experience here is defined by "privileged moments". An 
exceptional menu makes it a favorite for a diverse, trendy 
clientele. As the stars come out, the place fills with the sounds 
of live world music and resident DJs, creating a mood that 
is both upscale and electric. It is a place of grand views and 
grander architecture. A must-visit for anyone who wants to 
see Casablanca from its highest vantage point.

 
Address: Bd Mohamed Zerktouni, Casablanca, 20000
Contact: +212 0522978000
Website www.kenzi-hotels.com/kenzi-tower/restauration/sky28

The James Rooftop 

For those who find beauty in the contrast between steel and silk, 
The James Rooftop is a must. Located in the heart of the main 
business district, this space has been meticulously designed as 
a modern "urban jungle". As you step in, you are immediately 
enveloped by lush greenery and vibrant colors that soften the 
surrounding skyscrapers. The draw here is the spectacular 
360-degree view that captures the full pulse of Casablanca.

The atmosphere shifts seamlessly with the sun. It is a bright, 
relaxing spot for a cosmopolitan lunch or an afternoon lounge 
session, but as evening falls, the energy spikes. The menu is a 
global fusion, featuring expertly crafted Mexican tacos, fresh 
sushi, and rolls. Whether you are visiting for the daily happy 
hours or the weekend sets curated by live DJs, The James offers a 
sophisticated, nightly vibe that feels both local and international. 
It is the perfect place to "suspend" time over a cocktail.

 
Address:  JM Suites, 161 Angle Bd Rachidi & Moulay Hassan 
1er- Quartier, Bd Moulay Youssef, Casablanca 20070
Contact: +212 766647790
Website: https://www.thejamesrooftop.com/
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Le Rooftop | Royal Mísour Casîlíca 

 
If you have a passion for heights, Sky28 is an essential stop. 
Perched on the 28th floor of the tallest building in North 
Africa, this premium lounge offers a literal bird’s-eye view 
of the city through large panoramic windows allowing you 
to gaze out over the city in a sleek and modern setting. 

The experience here is defined by "privileged moments". 
An exceptional menu makes it a favorite for a diverse, 
trendy clientele. As the stars come out, the place fills with 
the sounds of live world music and resident DJs, creating a 
mood that is both upscale and electric. It is a place of grand 
views and grander architecture. A must-visit for anyone who 
wants to see Casablanca from its highest vantage point. 

 
Address: Le Royal Mansour Casablanca Hotel, 27 Av. des FAR, 
Casablanca 20250, Morocco
Contact: +212 0529900500
Website: https://www.royalmansour.com/en/casablanca/
dining/le-rooftop/

The Cloud Rooftop
 
If you want to feel the ocean spray while indulging in luxury, 
The Cloud Rooftop is your destination. Located atop of the 
Corniche By Palmeraie complex, this Asian-inspired sanctuary 
provides a breathtaking view of the ocean and the iconic 
lighthouse. It offers a unique culinary, musical, and artistic 
experience in Casablanca. 

The visionaries behind The Cloud have created a space that 
balances glamour with a relaxed, trendy atmosphere. The Cloud 
Rooftop is particularly magical during the summer months, 
becoming the city’s premier address for trendy evenings.
 

Address: Phare D, Bd De La Corniche. Casablanca, 20000, 
Morocco
Contact: +212 0520800200
Website: www.corniche.ma/thecloud/
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Catch the sun and moments of serenity in Sharjah, Dallas, and Bangkok.

Rain Room
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RJ flies to Sharjah four times weekly

Start the morning at Al Khan Lagoon, 
walking the stretch closest to Sharjah 
Maritime Museum just after sunrise. 
Small fishing boats still return here with 
hammour and kingfish, and local buyers 
negotiate quietly on the dock. It is one 
of the last places in the emirate where 
the sea still determines the morning’s 
rhythm.

From there, head to Bait Al Serkal in 
the Heart of Sharjah. Unlike headline 
museums, this restored courtyard 
house hosts working artists and cultural 
researchers. On most mornings, you’ll 
find calligraphers practicing scripts or 
conservators restoring documents by 
hand. Ask questions. They expect it.

Continue to Rain Room only if timed 
early or late; otherwise, skip it and 
walk instead to Al Hisn Fort, Sharjah’s 
former seat of governance. Its thick 
coral walls and sparse interiors evoke 
a true sense of calm.

Before leaving the area, stop at 
Ibtisama Design Studio. This is where 
Sharjah’s contemporary warmth 
shows its edge through graphic design, 
handmade paper goods, textiles, and 
limited prints by regional artists. Buy 
postcards or a small print; they travel 
better than souvenirs.

Mid-afternoon calls for karak at Al 
Mukhtar Bakery near Rolla Square. 
It has served the neighborhood for 
decades and still bakes bread on site.

Dinner should be at Fen Café & 
Restaurant inside Al Majarrah 
Waterfront, but reserve a table early. 
The menu bridges Levantine warmth 
and Gulf simplicity.

For something more serene, walk 
through Rolla Square Park at dusk 
as families gather without spectacle. 
Browse Bookends Bookshop near the 
university area for Arabic and English 
titles curated with care.

Moving Slowly 
through Sharjah 
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Delightful Dallas 
Skip the tourist-heavy arts loop and head 
to the Cedars, just south of downtown, 
where repurposed warehouses hum 
with a creative energy few visitors ever 
touch. Here, private ateliers operate 
behind unmarked doors.

In the early morning, White Rock Creek 
Trail becomes something else entirely. 
Locals jog and cycle as the light filters 
through limestone outcroppings and 
native grasses. It feels almost rural, a 
reminder that Dallas still carries its land 
with it. Architecture lovers should quietly 
request access to privately owned mid-
century homes in the Casa View area.

For food, seek out a family-run taquería 
in East Dallas that grinds its corn on 
site every morning. No menus on the 
wall, only what is fresh and ready. 
Breakfast tacos eaten standing up 
become conversations with strangers 
within minutes.

Spend an afternoon in Oak Cliff visiting 
independent bookstores where owners 
still write handwritten recommendations 
inside covers. Wander Bishop Arts at 
dusk, when the sidewalks fill with couples, 
dogs, and slow-moving laughter.

RJ will fly to Dallas four times weekly 

starting in May
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Finding Serenity 
in Bígkok 
Begin early on the Khlong Bang Luang 
canal, west of old Thonburi. This 
residential waterway is still lined with 
wooden homes on stilts and family-
run workshops. Visit Baan Silapin (The 
Artist’s House), then cross the river 
to Talad Noi, one of Bangkok’s oldest 
Chinese districts. Skip the graffiti map 
and wander instead between Songwat 
Road and the river. You’ll find metal 
stamping shops, herbal traders, and 
shrines built directly into shopfronts. 
Stop at Cho Heng Tai Mansion, a historic 
Chinese courtyard house rarely busy 
despite its age and beauty.

In the afternoon, escape air-
conditioned malls and walk through 
Pak Khlong Talat, the city’s wholesale 
flower market. Go mid-day, when 
buying is work, not spectacle. Orchid 
bundles, jasmine strings, and marigolds 
move in silence and speed. Buy a small 
garland; vendors will show you how it’s 
traditionally carried.

Dinner should be at Chim by Siam 
Wisdom, not for theatrics but for the 
refinement of Thai classics. Order gaeng 
som or massaman, cooked slowly and 
correctly, served with restraint. Book 
ahead. End the night with mango sticky 
rice from Mae Varee in Thonglor.

Lastly, spend an evening at Benjakitti Forest 
Park, walking the elevated path at sunset 
as joggers, families, and office workers 
unwind after another day in the sun.

RJ flies to Bangkok two 

times weekly
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